LPFA RADIO OPERATION
Baofeng
Author: Jasonn Beckstrand
1) Dispatch Normal Operating Hours:  0730 – 1800 (Winter), 0730 – 1800 (Summer)
2) Be sure batteries are fresh and you have a backup clamshell of fresh batteries.  As batteries discharge the radio will be able to receive, but not transmit.  The most common cause of transmitting problems is weak batteries.  A common misconception is thinking that batteries are adequate if the radio is able to receive.  Contact dispatch and do a radio check with the radio before project.
3) Turn on the knob labeled off-volume by rotating it clockwise 180 degrees.

4) Press the numbers 003 or arrow up or down until channel 3 is selected.  This allows the radio to transmit on the La Cumbre repeater.  This repeater works for the area encompassing most of the Santa Barbara Ranger District. Other common repeaters are 014 FIG on SLRD and 002 SIS on ORD.
5) The radio is now set to receive.  If there is radio traffic on the Admin Net, La Cumbre repeater, you will hear it.
6) If you wish to transmit, press and hold the transmit key found on the left side of the radio.  Hold the radio at a 45 degree angle from your mouth and about 2 inches from your mouth.  Count to 5 before you begin speaking to be sure the radio has opened the repeater.  
7) Your wilderness unit call sign is assigned to you when project is approved.  Radio transmissions always are started by using the same format:  Called person’s radio sign, followed by caller’s sign.  For example, if you are Volunteer Unit 44 and you wish to talk to dispatch, you would say:     “Los Padres, Volunteer 44, ADMIN NET, Tone 3”.   (Tone 3 is La Cumbre repeater.)
8) After transmitting the message in step # 7, release the transmit key and wait for dispatch to say, “Volunteer 44, Los Padres”.  After you hear this acknowledgement, you are free to transmit your message to dispatch.   “Volunteer 44 In Service ‘your location’”, Dispatch will then repeat with time.  Then respond, “Volunteer 44 Clear”. (this ends call)
9) For other repeaters and radio to radio communication refer to BAOFENG_LPFA_VER_03.xls and LOS-PADRES-NF-RADIO-SITES.docx
10) For LPFA radio to radio set the radio to channel to 41(LPFA 1), 42(LPFA 2),  or 43(LPFA 3).
11) Additional Phone Numbers and Info
a. Dispatch Work Phone (preferred): 
(805) 961-9142
b. Dispatch Emergency Phone: 
(805) 961-5727
c. Dispatch FAX:


(805) 961-5797
d. Jasonn Beckstrand (LPFA):
(805) 284-1624
e. Bryan Conant (LPFA): 

(805) 405-8628
